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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

X2 v X now: The word “bo - come™ is used since Hashem is always with a person during challenging
times.

2:> 12 1°27: The word °n%%yni indicates that Hashem did miracles that allowed the world to see that He is
the primary cause of everything. This is followed by the statement of 77 °1X *> ony7) as a cause and effect
reality. See the Ramban at the end of the parsha for his thesis on this topic.




5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion (cont.)

e X:2> X1y 7aX: In this uncharacteristically long essay, the Ibn Ezra discusses the Jewish calendar as
opposed to the Christian and Muslims ones. Some highlights include a defense as to the validity of our
calendar as well as the supremacy of the calculated calendar, as opposed to Kiddush Al Pi Re’iah. Ibn
Ezra here also claims that the cheshbon that we follow is not the result of the churban habayis, but rather
that it is a kabala that was passed down from Moshe to every Beis Din. (This has major applications for
the discussion of the development of Halacha, as well as medieval science and astronomy, in which the
Ibn Ezra was clearly well versed.)

e 2 27: The word “pesach” does not mean “passover”. Quite the opposite, it means to hover like the
pasuk by Eliyahu onX °n» 7v asm0p *nw Yy 0°9°voi. We celebrate the fact that Hashem was present during
Yetzias Mitzrayim. This was also the allowance for Achilas Korban Pesach, since the Shechina was
present. (Based on a shiru from Rav Motti Greenberg, Rosh Yeshiva of KBY. You can find the shiur
written up here.)

Foundations
2IX% NDINA
Redemption from Egypt

This Parsha contains the final three plagues and begins the transition to the Jewish people’s exit from Egypt. Additionally,
the parsha mentions the special commandment to tell your children about the redemption from Mitzrayim. As such, this
week we will focus on the redemption from Mitzrayim.

1. The Mitzvah of n'*axn nx'x* 119'0
a. The Talmud in Brachos 12b based on the verse in Devarim 16:3 cites an opinion, which seems to be accepted
in Halacha, that there is a commandment every day to remember the redemption from Egypt. (See Talmud
Brachos 21a which also indicates that this is a biblical commandment as well as Rambam Law of Kriyas
Shema 1:3)
b. Talmud in Pesachim (120a) cites an opinion (Rava) that there is a biblical mitzvah to recall the story of the
redemption from Egypt on the first night of Pesach. The Rambam (Hil. Chametz 7:1) accepts this as Halacha.
c. Many commentators (See Minchas Chinuch 21:1) struggle to explain how the mitzvah of retelling the story of
the redemption from Egypt differs on the first night of Pesach as opposed to the Mitvah we have the rest of
the year.
i. Chayei Adam #130 — On Pesach there is a to retell the actual story, not just recall the event
ii. R.Chaim Soloveitchik (see “Stencils” #40) — On Pesach there is a unique structure for how it has to be
retold, such as question/answer and it has to be nawa n"oni ninaa 7'nnn.
2. D'IXN YINN 'NRXIN WX - Why we relate to God as the Redeemer from Mitzrayim?
a. Ibn Ezra (Shemos 20:2) asks why God revealed himself to the Jewish people as the God who redeemed them
from Israel rather than as the God who created the world.
i. See Kuzari 1:25 who explains that God reveals himself with phenomena that are recognizable to
people
ii. See Maharal Tiferes Yisroel Ch. 37 explains that it was through the redemption of the Jewish people
that God became our God, the God of the Jewish people. The creation of the world is what established
God as the King of the World.

1. As support for the unique role the experience in Mitzrayim had in our formation as a nation,
see Devarim 4:20 which compares out exit from Egypt to a iron furnace normally used to
purify metal (See Medrash on Tehillim #107 which elaborates on this).

b. Ramban Shemos 13:16 emphasizes that the central value instilled in the Jewish people during the redemption
from Egypt was divine providence - n'019 nnawn.
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QXN YIXRAD 7°NXXYIT AW
WHY WE RELATE TO GOD AS THE
REDEEMER FROM MITZRAYIM
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